
Bible Study Guide: Week of 12-21-2020 

1. Read through the passage below   

2. Read my notes and commentary  

3. Read the questions at the end and ponder or discuss with others   

Pastor Andrew 

Luke 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 

mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The 

child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

Luke 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,  

Leviticus 12:1-5 describes the purification ritual. After giving birth to a son a woman was ceremonially unclean for 7 days; then had to 

undergo purification for 33 days. After 40 days, she was able to enter the temple again. 

[Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),  

Exodus 13:2, 11-16. The firstborn son was initially envisioned as a way to consecrate a priesthood. The Levites were eventually 

designated to perform this service (see Numbers 8:14-19). Yet the firstborn male children still were offered up to God and “redeemed” 

at a price of five shekels of silver (Numbers 18:15-16). Luke reports that Mary and Joseph offered or presented Jesus to the Lord in 

the usual custom. He omits the redemption or buying back of Jesus either because he didn’t know all the intricacies of Jewish law, or 

because he wanted to indicate that Jesus remained dedicated to God’s service. 

24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

   



This requirement of a sacrifice is actually (according to Leviticus 12) the offering proscribed for the poor. The offering was supposed 

to be a lamb and a pigeon or turtledove. If the family could not afford this, they could offer instead two turtledoves or pigeons. 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  

There are parallels between Jesus’ presentation at the temple and the story of Samuel’s presentation at the temple reported in 1 Samuel 

1-2. The presentation of a child at the temple by his mother is similar. The blessing of Jesus by Simeon is similar to the blessing of 

Samuel by Eli, Anna is present here, similar to women who ministered in the temple in the account from 1 Samuel. The term 

“consolation of Israel” refers to a passage from Isaiah 40 which should be familiar to us from recent weeks: “Comfort, O Comfort my 

people, says your God.” Simeon was looking forward to the restoration of the people and the fulfillment of God’s redemptive work. 

26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided 

by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 

customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Simeon’s song continues in the same vein as the Song of Zechariah and the Magnificat from Luke Chapter 1. Further, this is a 

continuation of a line of songs that goes back all the way to the Songs of Moses and Miriam from Exodus chapter 15. Praising God 

through song is a tradition that we continue in our own worship to this very day. That is part of what makes our current situation with 

this pandemic so difficult is that it has threatened to interrupt thousands of years’ worth of practice and tradition. Simeon’s song is 

called the Nunc Dimittis—Latin for “Now you dismiss,” the first words of this hymn in the Latin Vulgate. We use this in services in 

the church even today in our own hymnal at the end of the service (see, for example, p. 113 in the ELW hymnal).  Simeon’s song 

echoes many themes from Isaiah—redemption of the people, a light to the gentiles, salvation for all peoples, etc. 

33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to 

his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 

35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

The language of rising and falling brings to mind the image of the chief cornerstone also being a stumbling block. Some will accept 

the message of salvation Jesus will bring; others will not. All that is hidden will indeed come to light through Jesus. All of this will 

come with pain for Mary, as well. 

36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 

there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Anna’s identification as a prophet shows that she is in line with other women who served in this role—Deborah, Miriam, and Huldah. 

It also anticipates the vital role women would play in the early church community’s ministry—Priscilla, Phoebe, Junia, Chloe, Lydia, 

etc. 

The description of Anna is somewhat ambiguous in the Greek. The NRSV takes it to mean that Anna was married when she was 

young, her husband died after 7 years of marriage, and then she lived as a widow for the rest of her years until the age of 84, when she 

encountered Jesus in the temple. The description could also mean that she was married as a young woman, her husband died after 7 

years of marriage, and then she lived 84 more years from that time. This would put her age not at 84, but at well over 100. Either is 

possible given the ambiguous phrasing in the Greek, but the way the NRSV treats it is most likely—that Anna was now about 84 years 

old. 

Luke often pairs male and female figures in the Gospel. Think of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Joseph, the man with the unclean 

spirit and Peter’s mother-in-law (his first two healings), healing of the centurion’s servant and the widow’s son, the sinful woman who 

lavishes love on Jesus and the Pharisee who is scandalized by her display, the Geresene demoniac and the girl and woman who were 



healed after him, etc. Here, the pairing of Simeon—a righteous and devout man—and Anna—a woman who never left the temple and 

worshiped round the clock—provides a richer witness to Jesus’ identity and mission than either alone would have.  

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The reference to “requirements of the law” echoes v. 22, forming bookends to this passage and reinforcing the fact that Mary and 

Joseph were devout Jewish parents, doing all that was required. The description of Jesus’ growth echoes that of John the Baptist in 

Luke 1:80; yet Jesus surpasses John, not just growing and becoming strong, but also being filled with wisdom and having the favor 

(Greek charis—literally “grace”) of God upon him. 

Discussion/Reflection Questions: 

1. Do you think it matters that Mary and Joseph followed the prescriptions of the law? Why or why now? 

2. As you read Simeon’s oracles—both his song and his statements—where in Jesus’ ministry do you see his words being 

fulfilled? 

3. Can you think of a person or persons who spoke as prophets in your life; someone who helped to guide you or shape 

your faith or confirm your sense of call as Simeon and Anna did for the Holy Family here? 


